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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


recommends the use of a mouth-wash for a few days after operation, 
or even the administration of pilocarpine. 

Malignant Degeneration of Ovarian Cysts.— Barnsby ( Annales de 
gyn. et d’obstitrique, No. 8, 1904) found malignant degeneration in 
36 per cent, of his cases. He believes that ovarian cvstomata are nearly 
always benign at first, the cancerous condition being secondary. In 
32 operations only one patient died. Recurrence took place in 6 cases, 
in 5 of which rupture of the cyst occurred spontaneously or during 
operation. The writer thinks that a cyst which is suspected to be 
cancerous should be removed entire without previous puncture. 


Shortening of the Round Ligaments.— Doleris (La Gyntcologie, 
August, 1904) concludes an article on this subject as follows: 1. Fix¬ 
ation of the uterus is an unphysiological operation, depending for its 
success on pathological conditions; indirect, or ligamentary, hysteropexy 
is always preferable. 2. Operations for fixation of the organ are not 
unattended with risk and the ultimate results are uncertain. 3. From 
an obstetrical point of view extraperitoneal or intraperitoneal shorten¬ 
ing of the round ligaments is much safer, as shown in 177 cases col¬ 
lected by the writer in which there was no instance of dystocia. 4. These 
operations meet all indications, whether the case is simple or compli¬ 
cated. 5. It is not enough to retain the uterus in its normal position; 
plastic operations on the cervix and pelvic floor must not be omitted 
when indicated. 


Foreign Body in the Vagina.— Orloy ( Roussky Wratsch; La Gyne¬ 
cologic, August, 1904) reports the case of a peasant woman, aged 
sixty-six years, who entered the hospital with pain in the lower abdo¬ 
men and a foul discharge. She stated that thirty years before, after 
the birth of her child, she had procidentia, which was aggravated after 
a second confinement. In order to keep the uterus in position she had 
introduced into the vagina a croquet ball, which gave entire relief and 
had not been removed since. On examination the ball was found to 
be so firmly impacted, on account of the senile atrophy of the tissues, 
that it was necessary to remove it piecemeal. A few areas of ulcer¬ 
ations were present, which healed in a few days. 


Gonorrhoeal Inflammation of Skene’s Glands.— Poi.lak ( Zentralblatt 
fiir Gynahologie, No. 9, 1904) found the glands involved in 45 out of 
100 cases of subacute and chronic gonorrhoea in which the diagnosis 
was confirmed by bacteriological examinations. In 31 cases only one 
gland was involved. The writer concluded that there was no relation 
between the number of gonococci found in the urethra and those in the 
glands. 


Paralysis after Narcosis.— Glitsch (Zentralblatt fur Gynahologie, 
1904, No. 39) thinks that this accident is due to several causes, viz.: 
1. Forced elevation of the arms and simultaneous rotation outward, 
causing pressure of the clavicle against the first rib and consequent 
involvement of the brachial plexus. 2. When the capsule of the shoul- 
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der-joint is opened in the cadaver, so that the head of the humerus can 
slip forward, this pressure is absent. 3. Under the same conditions 
with the arm raised above the horizontal, the head of the humerus 
presses on the plexus. 

The writer infers that clinically postoperative paralysis results from 
temporary pressure of the head on the infraclavicular portion of the 
plexus, due to hyperelevation of the arm, with rotation inward. He 
accordingly favors Holst’s method of securing the arms at the sides, 
resting on cushions. Attention is called to the medico-legal importance 
of the lesion. 


Benign Cborioepithelioma. — Veijts (ZeiUchrift jiir Geb. u. Gyn., Band 
Hi., Heft 2) describes the case of a multipara, aged thirty-four years, 
who, a month after the excision of a vesicular mole, began to have 
uterine hemorrhages. A growth was removed, which was pronounced 
to be chorioepithelioma. The uterus was extirpated and the patient 
had remained well for a year. 

From a study of this one and other specimens the writer concludes 
that spontaneous cure of these neoplasms may occur through necro- 
bosis, as shown by the lowered vitality and disappearance of the cells 
of Langhans and the appearance of wandering cells, which show the 
separation of the syncytium. 

Hammerschlag (ibid..) reports only 4 cases of chorioepithelioma 
from the Konigsberg clinic among 5000 gynecological cases, to which 
he adds a fifth. The patient’s ages ranged from thirty-two to forty- 
seven years, and all had borne at least seven children. The neoplasm 
developed each time after a previous abortion; three after molar preg¬ 
nancy, the time varying from five weeks to two and a quarter years- Three 
died, two being cured by vaginal extirpation. The ovaries were all 
diseased, usually showing cystic degeneration. 


Physiological Studies of the Uterus. — Franz (Zentralblatt jiir Gynd- 
kologie, 1904, No. 24) presents the following deductions regarding the 
uterine muscle, based on a series of experiments with rabbits as well as 
with human uteri examined immediately after removal: 1. In rabbits the 
uterus can always be excited to contract by mechanical or electric 
stimulation. 2. When drawn out of the abdominal cavity in the living 
animal and suspended it contracts spontaneously, possibly from a lower¬ 
ing of the temperature. 3. The virgin organ is less susceptible to 
stimulation than the nulliparous, and the pregnant most of all. 4. 
When removed from the body the uterus in the rabbit responds but 
slightly to electric stimulation, even when freshly excisea. 5. The 
organ responds most vigorously to thermic stimulation (immersion in 
salt solution at a temperature of from 50° to 60° C.), but the muscle soon 
becomes relaxed. Low temperatures (0° to 5° C.) cause contractions, 
which increase gradually and persist for a long time. 6. A series of 
rhythmic contractions can be produced by electric stimulation. 7. 
There is no marked difference between the muscular irritability of the 
freshly excised uterus in the rabbit and human female, except that there 
is a weaker response in the latter to electric reaction, thermic stimulation 
having the most marked effect, even in atrophic post-climacteric uteri. 
8. The freshly excised vagina in the rabbit shows a similar response to 
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